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The Context.......

� Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

generates biodiversity records with every 

project 

� Many of these records and information on 

RET species can be new and valuable for 

strengthening biodiversity conservation



http://www.tpadventure.com/images/dolphin.jpg

New distribution record of 
Gangetic Dolphin

A new finding on distribution 

of Baers Pochard



The Context .....

� The mobilization of EIA related biodiversity data by 

India is a step towards the implementation of the 

mandate of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) ...make EIA data freely available for improved 

decision making (Decision VIII/11)decision making (Decision VIII/11)

� Also a step towards adopting the recommendation in 

the 2006 CBD Impact Assessment voluntary 
guidelines ....link biodiversity assessment to EIA 

processes at national and global levels.



India Pilot Project Objectives

� Collect biodiversity data from EIA reports and develop 

web based facility for long-term archival and 

accessibility through IndBIF and GBIF portals

� Roll-out of EIA biodiversity data archival, and 

publishing facilities in Indiapublishing facilities in India

� Develop EIA best practices and document lesson-

learnt

� Establish ‘EIA biodiversity data publishing facilities in 

the region.



� Areas protected under international conventions, national or local legislation for their 

ecological, landscape, cultural or other related value.

� Areas which are important or sensitive for ecological reasons - Wetlands, watercourses or 

other water bodies, coastal zone, biospheres, mountains, forests.

� Areas used by protected, important or sensitive species of flora or fauna for breeding, 

nesting, foraging, resting, over wintering, migration.

• Inland, coastal, marine or underground waters.

• State, National boundaries.

FORM -ONE– First layer of information on biodiversity sought in EIA

• State, National boundaries.

• Routes or facilities used by the public for access to recreation or other tourist, pilgrim areas.

• Areas occupied by sensitive man-made land uses    (hospitals, schools, places of worship, 

community facilities).

� Areas containing important, high quality or scarce resources (ground water resources, 

surface resources, forestry, agriculture, fisheries, tourism, minerals).

• Areas already subjected to pollution or  environmental damage. 

• Areas susceptible to natural hazard which could cause the project to present environmental 

problems  (earthquakes, subsidence, landslides, erosion, flooding  or extreme or adverse 

climatic conditions)



Type of biodiversity data found in EIAs

• All data within 10 km radius of project sites

• Spatial data of the project site

• Inventories of resources

• Checklists of flora and fauna

• Records of distribution, abundance 

• Existing and potential threats to a biodiversity 

resource, species and habitats

• Ecological corridors and migration routes

• Ecological models 
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Benefits of the India Pilot Project

• Build biodiversity records outside Pas 

• Review biodiversity trends over time and 

provide guidance for appropriate actions

• Generate a reliable baseline for monitoring

• Help overcome data deficiency

• Would lead to future EIAs becoming less 

time consuming



Outcome of the project
For Resource managers and biodiversity experts

� Incorporation of biodiversity data into the national datasets 

for reuse

For EIA practitioners

� Building a culture of promoting data sharing

For Regulatory agencyFor Regulatory agency

� Ensure generating good quality data liable for checks by 

others in subsequent EIAs

For EIA reviewers 

� Lead to improvement in EIAs based on quality data

� Facilitate good environmental decision-making



� The challenge involved collation of information from  a 

very large number of reports with inconsistent formats and 

variability in focus, scale and quality of information

� Mobilization of data from paper formats to digital formats-

huge effort

Key Challenges

huge effort

� Mechanisms for creating one central repository of EIA 

data  still need to be evolved

� Inadequate coordination between various data holders at 

the country level

� Problem of mindset with respect to data sharing (To share 

or not share and when to share?)



Thank you all


